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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

June 13, 1885 


Sir 


Permit me to draw your attention to the Kanas Silver Bars, now often received in this 
Mint, of so great thickness, that, in spite of the labor of our rounding the corners of their cubical 
form, they pass with difficulty into our crucibles, not infrequently bursting their side, and 
exposing us to serious loss, in the fire. Our largest crucibles only allow bars of 8 34 inches 
diagonal, and no bars of greater diagonal than 8 %4 in. should be received. The Kansas bars 
measure 9 4 in. diagonal. If we should enlarge our Crucibles, it would involve enlarging our 
furnaces, and all their parts, Iron castings, Doors, Tools, &c. to accommodate the needlessly 
large Kansas bars, for no other bars cause us any trouble, or danger of loss. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Superintendent. 


